DEDDING

There are multiple options out there to use as bedding for your rodents. You should
strive to pick the best option based on the health of your rats.
Please note that applicants planning to use carefresh/variants thereof and fleece for
floor bedding instead of a suitable alternative that allows for burrowing will be DENIED.
This is for the mental and physical health and safety of our animals.

KILN DRIED PINE: e The most common bedding used
by breeders. (NOT SAWDUST!).

e Affordable.

e Absorbs ammonia well and helps
to reduce the overall “smell” of
your rats.

e Can be changed 1-2x per week
(depending on the number of
rodents you have).

e Good for burrowing.

L Soft and Comfortable,
} Highly Absorbent, Less Dust.

RECOMMENDED
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HEMP & ASPEN: e Similar to KDP but significantly

more expensive.

e Hemp is the best bedding to use
for people who may have
allergies.

e Difficult to source in South Africa
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RECOMMENDED

e Popular option amongst pet rat
owners.

e Needs to be changed every 2 days
MINIMUM, depending on the
number of rodents you have.

e Fleece absorbs and retains
ammonia, and can cause
respiratory problems and lung
scarring if not changed out
frequently enough.

e Fleece also needs to be washed in
animal safe detergent in order to
prevent respiratory complications.

e Does not allow for burrowing

NOT RECOMMENDED
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Excellent absorption .

Poor ammonia neutralisation.
Expensive.

Needs to be changed frequently.
Good for burrowing.

Contains Dioxins™

NOT RECOMMENDED

e Goes mouldy quickly when moist.
e Needs to be changed frequently.

NOT RECOMMENDED

e Great for your litter boxes.

Expensive if filling a whole cage.

e Absorbs urine and neutralises
ammonia well.

e Not good for burrowing.

RECOMMENDED

e Better for nesting material.

e Needs to be changed frequently.

e Absorbs urine but does not
neutralise ammonia.

NOT RECOMMENDED
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Great for burrowing

Absorbs and Neutralises ammonia
Must be kept moist

Not suitable for humid climates

(0CO PeAT:

RECOMMENDED
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“Why | use Kiln Dried Pine Shavings” By Ronel Pienaar:

https://docs.wixstaticcom/ugd/93ab82 27828ff3e140400eb64e0ba031014cbe.pdf

Cilia. Found at: https://ciliopathyalliance.org/cilia

Low humidity and its effect on our airway defence system. Found at:
https://www.condair.co.za/how-dry-air-effects-our-immune-system

Department of health, The facts about ammonia, July 2004. Available at:
https://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/emergency/chemical terrorism/ammoni a tech.htm

Harmful effects of ammonia on birds, 2010. Found at:
https.//www.poultryworld.net/Breeders/Health/2010/10/Harmful-effects-ofammonia-on-birds-WP008071W,
Shavings supply company. Found at: http://www.mercor.co.za

The Truth About Pine Shavings, Corinne Fayo. Found at: https://www.raisingrabbits.com/pine-shavings.html
What is the safest bedding for small animals, White paper by AWF. Found at:
https://awf.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/AWE-WhitePaper-1-1.pdf

Chemicals Used in Paper Recycling Mills. Found at:
https://bizfluent.com/facts5731899-chemicals-used-paper-recycling-mills.ntml

American association for laboratory animal science, Evaluation of Cage MicroEnvironment of Mice Housed on Various
Types of Bedding Materials, 2004. Found at: https://www.raising-rabbits.com/support-files/bedding study.pdf
High Fungal Spore Load in Corncob Bedding Associated with Fungal-Induced Rhinitis in Two Rats. Found at:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/11289869 High Fungal Spore Load in

Corncob Bedding Associated with Fungal-Induced Rhinitis _in_Two Rats

Occupational Asthma, The Mayo clinic. Found at:
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/occupational-asthma/symptomscauses/syc-20375772
Technologies for reducing dioxin in the manufacture of bleach wood pulp. Article found at:
https.//www.princeton.edu/~ota/disk1/1989/8931/8931.PDF

Dioxin: What is the danger, Medical news today, What’s to know about dioxins? Found at:
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/17685.0hp

Asthma. Found at: https://erj.ersjournals.com/content/25/6/945

KDP: https.//www.takealot.com/marltons-pet-litter-9-litre-compressed-brick-2kg/PLID26782693
Aspen: https://www.labsupplytx.com/rabbit/bedding/aspen-wood-bedding

Fleece: https://www.ratropolis.com/Rat%20Tutorials/RatTutorials.htm

Carefresh: https.//www.chewy.com/carefresh-small-animal-bedding-white/dp/122290

Corn Cob: https://www.indiamart.com/proddetail/corn-cob-bedding-11493761748.html
Compressed wood/pine pellets: https://www.takealot.com/inja-cat-litter-9kg/PLID49653266
Newspaper: https://wormfarmguru.com/worm-bin-bedding/worm-farm-bedding-shredded-paper
Coco Peat: https://hydroponic.co.za/hydroponics/coco-peat-bricks
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